
Symptoms of ectopic pregnancy 
 
This post will cover the ectopic pregnancy symptoms that start at 5th week of 

pregnancy. And will also offer an in-depth knowledge of what to look out for during this 

important phase. 
 

What is Ectopic pregnancy? 
When fertilized egg implants itself outside the uterus in one of the fallopian tubes its called 

as ectopic pregnancy. Even though the majority of pregnancies take place in the uterus. An 

ectopic pregnancy carries serious health concerns and needs to be treated very well.  

 

Reasons for Ectopic Pregnancy  

Ectopic pregnancies can arise from variety of causes, early detection and prevention depend 

on an awareness of these risk factors. The following are the primary causes of ectopic 

pregnancies:  

 Prior Tubal Damage 

Ectopic pregnancy risk is increased in those with a history of tubal injury or 

inflammation. That is typically because of pelvic inflammatory disease (PID). The 

usual passage of the fertilized egg to the uterus, which results in implantation in the 

fallopian tubes. It can get impaired by tubal scarring or obstructions. 

 

 Previous Childbirth 

Women who have previously had an ectopic pregnancy are more likely to get 

pregnant again. The fertilized egg's natural path may be blocked by the fallopian 

tubes' scarring or damage from the prior ectopic pregnancy.  

 

 Pelvic Inflammatory Disease (PID) 

Scarring and inflammation can result from infections of the fallopian tubes. Sexually 

transmitted infections (STIs), such gonorrhea or chlamydia, are known to cause PID. 

The risk of an ectopic pregnancy rises because of the fallopian tubes being damaged.  

Common Ectopic Pregnancy symptoms 

1. Gastrointestinal Symptoms 

Anxiety, vomiting, or diarrhea are examples of gastrointestinal symptoms that women with 

ectopic pregnancies at five weeks may experience. Differentiating between these symptoms 

and those of a typical pregnancy might be difficult. When combined with additional 

indicators, though, they could help paint a more complete diagnostic picture. 

2. Pain in the Abdomen 

Abdominal pain is one of the main ectopic pregnancy symptoms at five weeks. The 

discomfort can be minor to severe and is usually restricted to one side of the abdomen. It's 

important to distinguish this pain from typical pregnancy discomforts. And to see a doctor if 

it lasts longer or gets worse. 
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3. Shoulder Pain 

Although it is an uncommon symptom. It can arise from the presence of blood in the 

abdominal cavity during ectopic pregnancies. Ruptures of the fallopian tube might result in 

internal bleeding, which can irritate the diaphragm and cause shoulder pain. This is a 

dangerous symptom that needs to be addressed right away. 

 

4. Vaginal bleeding 

Vaginal bleeding is a common early symptom. While some minor spotting during the first 

trimester of pregnancy is common. severe or continuous bleeding may indicate an ectopic 

pregnancy. Along with clots, the blood may be brighter or darker than normal menstrual 

blood.  

 

5. Fatigue and Weakness  

While fatigue is a typical early pregnancy symptom. Extreme weakness and tiredness that 

goes above and beyond what is typical is an ectopic pregnancy symptoms. These intense 

fatigues are a result of both the pregnancy's weakened status and the body's reaction to 

internal bleeding. 

 

Conclusion 

early management and the avoidance of severe problems depend on the understanding of 

ectopic pregnancy symptoms at the 5-week mark. It's important to pay attention to possible 

markers like weakness, dizziness, gastrointestinal complaints, shoulder pain, vaginal 

bleeding, and abdominal pain. Pregnant women who have these symptoms should contact a 

doctor right away to guarantee an immediate diagnosis and suitable treatment. 
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