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Download.New analysis of the molecular phylogeny of lowland
gorillas indicates a surprising antiquity of the Sunda
subspecies. A recent report used mitochondrial sequencing to
infer the first exact molecular phylogeny for gorillas, a taxon
for which the data were thought to be very poor. One
surprising result was that Lowland Gorilla (Gorilla beringei
graueri) did not cluster in a clade with Bornean Gorilla (Gorilla
beringei beringei) but in a clade with Mountain Gorilla (Gorilla
beringei beringei). However, extensive mitochondrial sampling
in gorillas, and an exhaustive list of morphological characters
supporting this phylogeny (Balk et al. 2005), was lacking. We
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of each species, allowing for an assessment of the whole
mitochondrial genome. The phylogenetic analyses were
repeated using this new, more complete, dataset. We find that
the Lowland Gorilla and Bornean Gorilla are sister taxa, but
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that Mountain Gorilla was not the ancestral lineage.
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