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States. We assess the abilities of six bionomic
and ecological data sets (trophic level, floral
abundance, floral visitation rate, pollination

syndrome, natural enemies, and pollen
depletion) to identify threatened bee species in
the United States. By analyzing all three states

combined, a participant taxon is correctly
identified as a threatened species in only 10% of
the cases where it is not a threatened species.

For each data set, the participant taxon at
greatest risk is pollen depleting bees (Sahlberg,

Beekman, and Fallon [1995] Nature
373:237-239), but other factors could be
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contributing to an extinction risk that is
equivalent to the bee species richness

(assuming a species richness of 8000). If the
appropriate parameters are known, the taxa

that are incorrectly identified as threatened are
not necessarily species that are not at risk of

extinction. We conclude that the data sets
examined lack the information necessary to
make a judgment on the extinction risk of

bees.A lithographic
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