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lawsuit crapping is not over, but Republican poll lead will need some help. For the first time in a long time, Americans are more
worried about paying for health care than about how much health care they are getting, according to a new poll from the Kaiser
Family Foundation. Health care was at No. 2 among all Americans surveyed by the foundation and ahead of the economy and

the U.S. international reputation. The poll is strong evidence that the Affordable Care Act has made Americans more concerned
about how they are going to pay for health care, a huge problem when it comes to reining in spending and getting the health care

market to work better. In the poll, 28 percent of Americans surveyed said health care was the top problem facing the country,
exceeding the 25 percent of Americans who said the economy was top of mind. What is more striking is that 8 percent of those
polled said the U.S.’s reputation in the world was top of mind. The Great Recession that began in December 2007, however, was
still top of mind. Perhaps as the Affordable Care Act takes hold, Americans are waking up to the fact that health care spending
is about to eat up half of every federal dollar that goes to health care. People are figuring that out. The public is in the midst of

coming to grips with the costs of health care reform and that is forcing big changes. The law’s tort reform provision is a big deal.
It reduces malpractice awards in many states and might be a big win for Republicans. It’s one of the few elements of the law that

hasn’t been stopped in the courts and has survived Republican assault in Congress. The public is very worried about that and
Republicans have got to win that battle in order to advance other elements of their agenda. The cost problem is going to have to

be dealt with by cutting costs, not by pointing to single payer in 3e33713323
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