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mathematicsThe struggle over the future of Auckland is about to begin in earnest. When the next election is called, after the
September 2020 election, it will be an election on two fronts: a municipal and a regional. In the months leading up to the 2020
election, candidates across the country will be debating the need to reform Auckland. The debate has been framed as a choice
between Auckland’s city council and the Auckland region. On the one hand we have the city council, which has had its
progressive left makeover. That changes the rules of the game — voting on all motions and passing all submissions, changes
which have reshaped their competition. There is a bigger problem here, however, as this scenario does not always reflect the
power shift that is already happening between the region and the city. One of the biggest issues in Auckland is whether we are
the home of a smart city or a dumbed-down city. While it is true that some of the best minds working in Auckland are employed
by the city, a great many more are employed by the region. There is an inherent conflict here, as the city’s planning system is
insufficient for the needs of its growing population. The consequence of this is that city government has been hamstrung by its
lack of planning powers. It has been reduced to a role of facilitator. Council continues to provide great service in areas such as
rubbish and stormwater collection, but has no authority in areas of planning and management. The result has been the growth of
Auckland’s exclusionary suburbs, while its city centre, with its civic heart, continues to struggle. It is easy to blame this on the
lack of a powerful Auckland council, but the problem is one of city planning and regional governance.
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